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The church that welcomes one and all with closed doors (temporarily)

The View From My Window

(Gill Lanyon, St Saviour, Jersey)

(Katie Bennie, St Brelade, Jersey)

Sinclair Calling...
Musings from home by Jim Sinclair, Seven weeks in to our
incarceration. Another inconvenience (apart from not being able to travel, go
to the pub etc etc) is not being able to get to the barber/hairdresser/nail bar
(the third one not frequented by me by the way, that's my story and I am
sticking to it). Yours truly was due a number 2 (for the uninitiated a very close
crop to the sides) the day we went into lockdown. I had just found a new
barber in David Place who really understands my hair and does it the way I
1

St Columba’s in Jersey

10th May 2020

like it. It was three and a half weeks before the lockdown that I was last
shorn. My hair doesn't grow length wise as much as it grows outwise
(inventing new words here). Before long I will be looking like the Wild Man
of Borneo as my old Maw used to call me. My nickname in my late teens
when I worked at British Rail HQ in Glasgow in the early seventies was Matt
Busby as my hair was like a guardsman's bunnet. Wasn't white then either.
Ah yes, I remember it well.
At least the partial unlockdown, relockdown and unlockdown again of over
65s has been settled, for now anyway. Make the most of it, at least the police
should not be stopping you so often if you are lucky/unlucky enough
(depending on your point of view really) to be in that age cohort.
See below my flags for Liberation 75. Christel was really looking forward to
it. She was here for nine days of its duration. Alas, it is not to be in the form
envisaged but rejoice anyway.

Traffic News
Police say a lorry has shed its load of Vicks Vapour rub all over the Avenue.
Apparently there will be no congestion for up to eight hours.
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
The church Newsletter & virtual service have been sent to family and friends
far and near and are greatly appreciated. 😊
It has been requested, however, that the answers to the quiz are printed in the
following weeks Newsletter.
Thanking you in anticipation 👍
Name and address withheld.
Editor replies, The air of presumption, and breezy thumbs-up, in your
valediction was noted. However, the sub-sub-committee of the Kirk Session
charged with overseeing quizzing and emojis has acceded to your request.
Your first sentence did wonders. Quiz answers will now be printed in the
following weeks’ publication.
Yours faithfully, [note the lack of presumption. Ed.]
Ed.

Classifieds
Tuesday Fellowship - The weekly fellowship group has resumed [or reZoomed. Ed.] If you want to take part in this, currently online, group then
please contact Katie Bennie.
Liberation Day Service - Instead of the annual Ebenezer Methodist /
Trinity Parish Churches service for Liberation Day, there will be a service led
by Tony and Cathy Morling. Available from 9.30am on Liberation day:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLapCu7RqUoebklgouaAkDA
Prayers / special occasions for our own Zoom service - You can send
any particular prayer requests or celebrations to highlight to Graeme in
advance of the service by email or phone. Alternatively, as Edith points out,
there is a chat function on Zoom by which you can send messages during the
service.

Gill Lanyon News
With defending champion Gill Lanyon opting not to submit an entry to last
week’s "guess the year" competition, the field was wide open. Jackie Horne
justified some of the hype with an excellent entry. However, Alan "didn’t even
look at Google" Blair then produced an outstanding entry. There was only one
tiny blemish - guessing 1896 instead of 1900 for "25% of cars sold are electric,
2nd modern Olympic Games, New York subway begins construction." It
seemed certain first prize would be going to Trinity. However, not long before
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the deadline we received one more entry and it was perfect. Congratulations
to the top three for great entries. But who is top of the podium...Caroline
Ludlow. Another brilliant performance to add to her storied history.
Here are the answers to last weeks quiz: 1. 1983, 2. 1985, 3. 1945, 4. 1900, 5. 1066, 6. 2010,
7. 2019

This Week’s Competition
This week’s competition is "guess the biscuit." Each clue, or set of clues, below
should give you the name of a biscuit. Answers by next Thursday and then we
will p-p-pick up a winner:
1. Joni Mitchell song from 1970 is Big Yellow _____?
2. Number of original members of music group Take That = ___?; Graeme
Robertson has to shout this word a lot on the golf course = ___?; the number
of the bus that goes to the zoo via Five Oaks = ___?; informal French word
for "you" = ___?; U2 hit single from 1992 = ___?
3. A biscuit manufactured in Hannover since 1891 and named after a
philosopher / mathematician who once lived in that riverside city on the
Norddeutsches Tiefland = Choco _____(7)?
4. New gel woah = ___ ___? (5,5 anagram)
5. When lockdown ends, Hilary Anne will go to the yacht ___? (4)
6. 19th century general and politician from the homeland of Nat Martini who
was described by the historian AJP Taylor as "the only wholly admirable
figure in modern history" = ___(9)?
7. A feline pet that you can buy in a box and then make yourself by gluing the
pieces together = ___ ___? (3,3 cryptic?)
8. The prize for the fastest passenger liner crossing the Atlantic was called the
___ ____? (5, 6)
9. People in St Brelade typically ask their staff to serve Cognac, Drambuie and
Grand Marnier as what kind of drink towards the end of their meals
=_____? (9) [Our lawyers think this question is a really bad idea. Ed.]
10. A pause in a game = ____ ____?(4,3) [Thank goodness. Ed.]
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Book News
This week Elaine McEwan offers her thoughts on the book "Travels with a
Stick" by Richard Frazer and much more....
Elaine McEwan writes, A couple of weeks ago, Jim Sinclair wrote about
his love for reading and some of the books he had read. I also love to read
and, like Jim, I tend to read non-fiction. I am a very slow reader, sometimes
taking several months to read a book. I have never joined a book club as I'd
probably struggle to get the book finished on time!
Another love of mine is walking and I feel inspired to share with you the book
I am currently reading - "Travels with a Stick" by Richard Frazer. It was a gift
from a family member who knows what I like and I am really enjoying the
book. We are very fortunate at St Columba's to have Sam organising walks for
us, and she is currently lifting our spirits with "Blair Country." I also know
that several members of our congregation have been on the Santiago de
Compostela Pilgrimage and so I thought this book - about the author’s
experiences on that walk - might be of interest.
I had hoped to do that walk this year, but it is not to be. However, I have been
fortunate enough to walk the 'West Highland Way' and ' The Great Glen Way'
in Scotland. I enjoyed the experience of these walking holidays more than
words can say. I love being outdoors, with camera in hand, and seeing sights
I've never seen before. However, the lasting memories from these holidays is
not so much the walking but the people you meet on the way! A bit like the
road to Emmaus, that we were reminded of at Easter.
Sharing stories, encouraging each other. It's a great opportunity to meet
people from all corners of the globe who are on the same journey, maybe for
quite different reasons but with a common aim which somehow connects you.
In Richard Frazer’s book, the prologue is all about the people he meets at the
beginning of his journey and the inspiration he receives from them. By the
end - which I have not got to yet - he has discovered that a journey
undertaken with an open heart, wherever it is made, can offer profound
spiritual renewal.
Richard Frazer replies, It is lovely to think that my book is being read in
the Channel Islands. Like Elaine, I am a keen walker and I have been so since
being in the Cub Scouts as a wee boy. I climbed my first ‘Munro’ probably
aged about 10 and began to explore the idea of pilgrimage walking when I
became a minister in the 1980s.
The great Scottish naturalist, John Muir, who used to undertake mammoth
walks in the American interior in the 19th Century, and is one of the pioneers
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of the environmental movement, once said that ‘going out was really a going
in’.
I have come to understand that the pilgrim journey can be a means of
spiritual formation in a way that the modern world needs right now. An
ancient tradition, once scorned by those in the Reformed tradition, is being
rediscovered in a 21st century world where people increasingly realise they
need to reconnect with nature, with self and with one another.
On a journey on foot, there is a meditative quality about putting one foot in
front of the other. You can lose yourself and the deadlines and busy ‘mental
traffic’ that so often occupies our minds can slip away. In addition, you
connect with nature so much better at 3 miles an hour than at 60mph, sealed
in a vehicle. Then, there is the kindness of strangers, the stories of other
people’s lives that illuminate our own, and the helpfulness of people that can
restore our faith in humanity.
On my many pilgrimages over the years, I have come to know personally the
truth of that ancient Celtic Rune, that, ‘often, often often, Christ comes in the
stranger’s guise’.
Thank you, Elaine, for taking the time to read "Travels with a Stick’.
Buen Camino!
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St. Columba’s Church News is a Condor Nast publication
100% of the jokes used are recycled
Please send complaints to the Editor
(Note: we have eased restrictions and you can now send up to 10 complaints)
All other correspondence: gglover@churchofscotland.org.uk / tel. 730659
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