21st March 2020

St Columba’s in Jersey

ST COLUMBA’S CHURCH NEWS

The church that welcomes one and all with closed doors (temporarily)

Social (Distance) News
Elaine Ellis writes from St Ouen, can I thank you all most sincerely for
including our daughter Katie and Paul in your prayers on the Sunday before
their wonderful Wedding Day. We all are feeling so very thankful and grateful
for having been able to celebrate with them, along with our families and
friends. I told them and many friends about your prayers and how very
fortunate and appreciative we are.
Marianne Coutanche writes in from St John, there has been plenty to do in
the garden, phoning around friends from the church and continuing with our
"virtual" Bible Study on a Thursday.
Gill Lanyon writes, I’m doing our family tree, volunteering to keep social
media and website up to date for Pain Support Jersey and reading Hilary
Mantel’s latest 900-page book.
Jon and Jill Osmont said that it felt very strange missing out on Sunday's
fellowship.
Jim Sinclair returned safely from his trip to Berlin. Full highland gear was
worn. Schnapps was consumed. New friends were made. [Let’s hope Jim gets
to meet them again soon. Editor]
George Thain writes, the first week is now over and overall it hasn’t been too
bad, and we have the cleanest hands in St Clement. There seems to be lots of
examples of acts of great kindness and consideration. We are trying to see the
funny side and we had a practical example, when Gill delivered her Mother’s
Day gift. In addition to the bouquet of flowers Alice received a beautifully
presented gift of soap, hand gel and a pack of loo rolls. We now have to assure
everyone that honestly we have not been panic buying. Keep healthy and keep
in touch.

Blair Country
Sam Blair writes:
Given that our monthly walks may have to stop for the time being, I said that
I would write a short weekly missive accompanied by a photograph to try &
lift the spirits of those of us who may find ourselves confined to barracks.
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This photograph was taken
from the house and
reminded me that it is
sometimes the simple
things in life that bring a
smile to ones face – it
certainly did to mine and I
hope it does to yours.
Let us hope that it is not
too long before I am
dishing up some tea &
coffee to you from the back
of my Fiat!
With love to you all
Sam

Hymn of the Week
Aileen Collins says "My favourite hymn is O Love that wilt not let me go. It
has been sung during the funerals of most of my family and is on my list also.
Some of the words really do speak to me."
O Love that will not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in thee
I give thee back the life I owe,
That in thine ocean depths its flow
May richer, fuller be.
O Joy that seekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain,
And feel the promise is not vain,
That morn shall tearless be."
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Overseas News
Since arriving here, our minister has been extremely grateful for all the
geography lessons provided by Jerseyman, Ralph Renouf. However, having
relied so much on Mr. Renouf’s teachings, our minister was astonished to
discover recently that there are in fact other Channel Islands.
One of these other Channel Islands, known locally as "Guernsey", is not only
inhabited but also has a Church of Scotland! The minister there is called
David Coulter. David is the former Chaplain General of the Army, he is also
one of the Queen’s Household Chaplains, he speaks with a charming Northern
Irish brogue and intellectually he is a [To help save space, our minister has
asked me to cut this section. Ed.]. Anyway, one of the opportunities of this
time is to hear more from the church in Guernsey. Here is news from David:
"We are living in extraordinary times. Our church in Guernsey proclaims to
have open hearts, open minds and open faith and yet here we are suspending
our services. However, we still want to be a place of open hearts, open minds
and open faith and are still doing things to achieve these things. I want to
share this prayer:
May the strength of God pilot us,
May the power of God preserve us,
May the wisdom of God instruct us,
And may the hand of God protect us,
And all those affected by this dreadful crisis.
God bless you all."
We intend to hear something from Guernsey each week.

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
I am writing to thank the minister for last week’s sermon. It was
a belter! Those of you who fell asleep should be ashamed of
yourselves.
Name and address supplied
[To help fill space, our minister has asked me to print the above letter in a
larger font. Ed.]
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Poetry Competition Result
We were inundated with entries to our poetry competition. We were
particularly pleased by the number of English graduates and published poets
who submitted works. First prize has been awarded to Isaac Glover (age 4).
His thought-provoking piece is published for the first time below:
Once upon a time there was a cat,
It sleeps on a mat,
because it was flat,
Ehm, can I watch TV now?
[Following a tense discussion with the Elders, our minister has agreed not to
be the sole judge of future competitions. Ed.]

New Competition
Our new competition, a real one, is a limerick competition. The first line is
"There once was a church on Midvale Road" Complete the limerick and send
your entries by Thursday 26 March.

Classifieds
Happy Mother’s Day - From all the sons and daughters who can’t be there.
Wedding Anniversary - Congratulations to George and Alice Thain on
your 58th Wedding Anniversary. With love from everyone at St Columba’s
Church.
Geography Lessons - Do your child a favour. My exclusive study pack
teaches them everything they need to know about the world (all twelve
parishes). Contact Mr. R. Renouf tel. 4354555

Culinary News
Linda Lowseck writes, "I thought this yummy recipe handed down from my
late mother and given to her by her friend June from the time of WWII might
be good, ‘specially as it has the excellent Scottish staple, rolled oats.
June’s Biscuits:
4oz sugar
4oz marg
1 teaspn syrup
1 teaspn treacle
1/2 teaspn baking soda
1 cup rolled oats (approx 4 oz)
1 cup SR flour
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1 egg (can do without)
1 teaspn vanilla or almond essence
Cream marg and sugar. Beat in egg, if used, syrup and treacle. Add oats flour
and baking soda. Roll into balls and place apart on baking tray. Bake about
350F (175C). No timing is provided but usually 12-15 minutes will be enough."

To you all from Janet
Johnstone

Sports News
Taking advantage of the warmer conditions, Anne Marie Meiklejohn achieved
a stunning 16,000 steps last Sunday. The much loved cake-maker later
commented "However, I did miss being at the service as well as at my
Tuesday Fellowship and Thursday Bible Study.’

Quote of the Week
"Despite the anxiety, I’ve never felt more proud to be a nurse."
Kirsty Ahier
Member of St. Columba’s

St. Columba’s Church News is a Condor Nast publication
100% of the jokes used are recycled
Please direct all complaints to the Editor
All other correspondence: gglover@churchofscotland.org.uk / tel. 730659
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